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Largest Pi Capital Campaign in 

Recent History Nears Close 
 

OUR CAMPAIGN- THE LONGER VIEW 
BY: Jim Ljunglin ‘57 

 

The reasons for launching the Pi Campaign have only 

strengthened in 2018/2019. Greek life and the 

freedom at its heart have once again become targets 

of the academic ideological majority across the 

country. It’s been admitted, however, that on the 

public campuses with First Amendment protections, 

the prospect of abolition is now on. The private 

places are, therefore, seeing renewed anti-Greek 

agitation. (E.g., against freedom of association at 

Harvard, against single-sex at Yale.) While we have 

always supposed that Rensselaer, with its dominant 

STEM interest, would not find time for political 

nonsense, Administration actions this year have 

raised doubts. Can RPI resist the pull to conform to 

the general academic prejudice? 

 

They claim they are only out to preserve the system 

from risky behavior endangering it. We’d like to 

believe them. The recent high-handed “Greek pause” 

may have been only calculated melodrama, but may 

portend a deeper, veiled social engineering agenda. 

Either way, we need to shore up Zeta Psi defenses in 

the way the elders at large can most directly do: build 

the war chest.  

 

Despite a marked lack of student and parent 

enthusiasm, the Administration is on course in 2019 

to cut the junior class out of the Greek houses. We 

have to be sure we have the time and resources to 

adjust to such a new reality. For me it is simple: 

divert donations from RPI to the Pi Fund of ZPEF or 

to NYSCDA directly until the smoke clears, and we 

know where we stand in Rensselaer life. We are 

already strong. With your support we can be 

formidable. Actually, I am optimistic if we alumni 

stand tall and speak up.  Zetes are not alone in 

thinking this. Big investments in other houses are still 

afoot. Greek alumni have been stimulated to come 

together and resist the Administration’s hostile 

moves. With your help, we’ll be there forever. Make 

your pledge or increase it! 
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Alumni Weekend 2019 Final Reminder 
 

April 26-28, 2019 – Register Today! 
 

Spring has sprung and time to get back to Troy for AW 2019! All event details and the registration link can be found 
here: http://www.pizetes.org/blog/aw.  Please register ASAP as we need final counts a few days before the event 

for catering. As usual, most brothers are staying at the Hilton Garden Inn, website: http://www.troy.hgi.com 
Questions?  Contact your Alumni Weekend committee at:  aw@pizetes.org  

 
Have you been missing the Facebook and email reminders? More recent Pi news? If so, make sure to LIKE “The Pi 

Chapter of Zeta Psi”, and you can email the AW committee using the address above to be added to the Elder email 
list. Keep an eye on our website as well at:  http://www.pizetes.org  

http://www.pizetes.org/blog/aw
http://www.troy.hgi.com/
mailto:aw@pizetes.org
http://www.pizetes.org/


Campaign Status 
By: Jay Webb ‘61 

 

The enclosed listing of supporting donors shows very 

good results, but it can always be better! We have 

extended the deadline for donations or pledges 

through the end of this Alumni Weekend – April 

28th, 2019. This will capture a matching amount, up 

to $5,000 a person and $50,000 cumulative, from Jim 

Ljunglin.   

 

The current total of donations/pledges and Jim’s 

matching donation is nearing $178,000. 

 

Besides the potential needs expressed by Jim 

Ljunglin in his article, our dreams for the Pi 

campaign and continued contributions include: 

 

• Providing a first-class facility/home to 

enhance student study and activities at 

competitive rental costs. 

• Creating a type of endowment that would 

generate a secure stream of revenue that will 

help with maintenance and maybe even allow 

us to give grants to brother residents to lower 

their education costs.  

That would be wonderful.  And done while brothers 

are enjoying the benefits of being a Zete, learning 

how to cope in the world and establishing a network 

of lifetime friends/brothers. 

 

Please consider making a donations/pledge or 

increasing what you have already done. And don’t 

forget to remember the Pi in your estate planning if 

feasible for you. 

 

How To Make  A Donation Or Pledge by 

the April 28th Deadline 

 
• Send a check to the Pi Chapter: 

o Make check out to the NYSCDA of Zeta 

Psi and mail to: Jim Peta, 15 Blueberry 

Lane, New Hartford, CT 06057 

• Use PayPal online (but we pay a fee): 

o http://www.pizetes.org/donate/ 

o There are buttons for one-time and 

automatic repeated donations. 

o This goes direct to the NYSCDA of Zeta 

Psi. 

 

• For larger tax-deductible donations:  

 

o Mail checks to: Zeta Psi Educational 

Foundation Pi Fund; 15 S. Henry St., 

Pearl River, NY 10965 

 

o Appreciated stock: Contact Greg 

McElroy at Headquarters; 914-582-

6466, mcelroy174@aol.com. He will 

explain how to have your broker 

electronically send your stock to the 

ZPEF’s broker. 

Campaign Donor Status 

(through 3/30/2019) 

 
- Pledges and Cash 

- No order within category 

 

Over $25,000 

Jim Ljunglin 

Al Hobbs 

 

$10-$20,000 

Bob Sendall 

 

$5-$10,000 

Jim Ferland 

Bob Leonard 

Harvey Poppel ** 

Jay Webb 

 

$1-$5,000 

 Lauck Walton 

 Steve Popper 

 Pete Marinaro 

 Josh McWilliam 

 Jay Stolzenthaler 

 Stan Seto 

 Tony Bourassa 

 Shane Blair 

Our print edition has limited space – so please be sure to 

“LIKE” our Facebook page (The Pi Chapter of Zeta 

Psi) and visit our website:  http://www.pizetes.org for 

more news about YOUR Pi chapter! 

http://www.pizetes.org/donate/
mailto:mcelroy174@aol.com
http://www.pizetes.org/


$500-$1,000 

 John Spohn 

 Ed Etess** 

 Andrew Wallace 

 Frank Harrington 

 Jim Peta 

 Jim Meade 

 Nick Borrero 

  

$100-$500 

 Frank Barone 

 Mark Morse 

 Rich Schlumpf 

 Dave Snider 

 Ed Smolinski 

 Craig Brown 

 Seth Goodman 

 Adam Briggs 

 Rich Hogan 

 Phil Wuderlee 

 Angel Davila 

 Steve Strungis 

 Steve Durfee 

 Keith Warner 

 Francis Fairlamb 

Doug Peloquin 

 Rob Rainey 

 Tom Moberg 

 Ron Dolfi 

 Mike Bailey 

 Dennis Adams 

 Kurt Hollasch 

 Elton Kaufman 

 Jim Burkard 

 Claudio Caballero 

 Peter Hills  

 Eric Warner 

 Joe Briggs 

 Pat Welch 

 Ted Curtis 

 Wes Hains 

 

Up to $100 

 Bob Kovalcik 

 Travis Stavac 

 Tom Williams 

 Rick Case 

 Don Gaylord 

 Travis Worthington 

 Jim Monteleone 

 

** Significant support outside the campaign 

Pi Attendance Strong at Ithaca Convention 

 Upcoming 172nd Baltimore Convention 
 

The 150th anniversary of the Psi Chapter at Cornell 

drew the 2018 convention to Ithaca, NY in August. 

The official Pi delegates were Josh McWilliam ’02, 

elder president, and Jeff Coulter ’21 for the actives. 

(Jeff is the second of that name on the Pi roll after 

Jeff Coulter ‘86.) The other elders were Jim Ljunglin 

’57, Rick Case ’70, Rick Kasold ’70, Tom Moberg 

‘71, John  Spohn ’81, and Lauck Walton ’84.  John 

continues as a trustee of Zeta Psi Educational 

Foundation and as its fund-raising chair and Lauck as 

Fraternity executive director. 

 

The half-week’s program had all the usual activities 

including a boat ride (Cayuga’s waters, after all), the 

Leadership Training sessions, the Phi Alpha’s 

luncheon, and the Saturday Grand Chapter meeting. 

These were held at the Hotel Ithaca in the center of 

town. Two events were on campus, a cookout at the 

impressive chapter house and the Grand Chapter 

banquet at the Statler Hotel the Cornell hotel school 

operates. Mostly, these followed the traditional form 

with time to greet old friends and make new ones of 

all ages. Decidedly different from its usual quick 

disposal of annual business, the Grand Chapter was 

seized with how Zeta Psi would respond to the 

modern question of transgender rushees. The 

preparation for and organizing of the discussion was 

skillfully devised by Lauck, but the intense 

discussion still took six hours.  A 68-14 roll call vote 

resulted in a small modification of the constitution 

allowing each chapter to make its own good-faith 

determination of who meets the unchanged male 

requirement. 

 

Brother Moberg, who lives about 20 minutes away 

from Ithaca, invited all attending Pi Zetes to his 

home for a luncheon on Saturday.  Unfortunately, 

because of the lengthy Grand Chapter Meeting that 

morning, and because the Pi Chapter has so many 

brothers involved in the serious undertakings of the 

Grand Chapter, only brother Case and Kasold were 

able to attend.  However, they had a great time being 

fed and entertained by Tom and his beautiful wife, 

Cathy.  Many thanks to them! 

 

The August 2019 convention will be in Baltimore 

under the sponsorship of the Phi Epsilon at U. 

Maryland.  Boats, ball games, and crab cakes await. 



 
 

2018-2019 DUES AND CONTRIBUTION FORM 

Please clip and mail, or simply include the information below with your check.  

You may also donate on-line at http://www.pizetes.org 
 

Name ______________________________ Class Year _________ 

 

Address: ______________________________________________ 

 

               ______________________________________________ 

 

Email:    ______________________________________________ 
 

__  Regular dues @ $50                           ______ Email my receipt! 

__  Other gift      @ $_____          
 

    Go Green! Please check above if you would like a Donation  

Acknowledgement via Email instead of US Mail (provide email above) 

 

Please complete the above information and mail directly to: 

   Jim Peta, 15 Blueberry Lane, New Hartford, CT, 06057 

Note that regular dues will be acknowledged only 

in the Fall Financial ouRPI. Any donations above 

the $50 dues will be acknowledged with a Thank 

You card / email as well as listing in the Financial 

ouRPI. Anyone who would still like an 

acknowledgement for regular dues may request it 

when sending in this form and Jim will be happy to 

send you an e-mail or regular mail “Thank You”, 

whichever you prefer.  

 

Thank you for supporting the Pi Chapter! 

 

This contribution to the NYSCDA of Zeta Psi 

is not tax deductible under IRS regulations. 

 

The Legacy Society 

Just a reminder that the Legacy Society of Zeta Psi was created several years ago to recognize those brothers who are providing for 

Zeta Psi in their wills. Membership is for those who remember us for at least $5,000. All it takes to join is a bequest for $5,000 or 

more and to send a copy of that page of your will to chair of the program. For now, it is Jim Peta who has been collecting our money 

for many years. Jim’s address is:  

15 Blueberry La, New Hartford, CT, 06057 

The bequest should be to the New York State Capital District Association of Zeta Psi, Inc. at Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute and 

currently located at 25 Belle Ave., Troy, NY 12180.  

 

 


