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Alumni Weekend 2018 

 
Mark your calendars and clear the weekend so you 

can attend next year’s Alumni Weekend to be held 

April 27-29th, 2018 We had another successful event 

this past April and planning for 2018 started shortly 

after that. There are very few fraternities or other 

organizations that have the determination to organize 

a yearly reunion such as ours. Well done Pi Zetes! 

 

As a side note, for many years we’ve worked with 

Geoff Seber, Manager of Alumni Programs at 

Rensselaer. Geoff always assisted us with any on-

campus accommodations (room reservations, 

catering, etc.), and helped us transition to the on-line 

RPI registration that we’ve been using for several 

years. Not only do they handle most of the 

registration setup, but they also provide the service 

free of charge for us, allowing us to put those cost 

savings to good use. Geoff has decided to move on to 

another opportunity in the Albany area. Many thanks 

to Geoff for his help along the way! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Zetes Take 2017 Barker Trophy 

 
Yes – the Barker Trophy is back again at 25 Belle 

Ave! As you may recall, the Barker Trophy is 

awarded to the top Fraternity competing in the Inter-

Fraternity Sports League. It consists of numerous 

sports that are played in either leagues during the 

year or in a tournament format. Points are awarded 

based on how each Fraternity places (and yes, some 

minor “participation” points awarded too, but no 

trophy for that!). 

 

This past year the actives took first place in 

volleyball, basketball, football, and kickball. They 

were awarded second place in wallyball, and third in 

racquetball and soccer. When points were totaled, the 

Zetes were the champions. Congrats to the actives! 
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ouR PI 

** Alumni Weekend - Save the Date ** 
 

AW 2018 to be held April 27-29, 2018 
 

More to follow as plans are finalized for another great event! 

 



Remembering Joe Mauriello ‘61 
 

Joe was a familiar face at our Alumni Weekend 

events. Whenever he had a chance, Joe would be 

there to not only catch up with friends from years 

surrounding his graduation year, but was quick to 

mingle with the “younger generation” and share his 

stories. He was an aeronautical engineer with Avco-

Lycoming for over 40 years before retiring. Joe 

enjoyed his retirement years volunteering and 

spending countless hours with his grandchildren. 

 

Joe was born in New Haven, CT in 1939 and passed 

away on July 17, 2017 after his long battle with 

cancer. He is survived by his wife Patty, two children 

and several grandchildren. You will be missed Joe! 

 

Actives Are Successful 
 

At the April Annual Meeting of the NYSCDA of 

Zeta Psi, we received a report from active Phi 

Marcus Giese. The achievements of the Pi Brothers 

impressed everyone. In summary: 

 
PHILANTHROPY 

• Performed a grounds clean-up at the Taylor 

School. 

• Reading at the Rensselaer Park Elementary 

School. 

• Dodging Diabetes participation to raise 

money to fight diabetes. Came in second 

place. 

RECRUITMENT 

• Fall ’16 initiated 5 new Brothers. 

• Spring ’17 pledged one more. 

• Going forward, will pursue a program to 

reach out to the parents of potential recruits 

and develop a better system to track recruit 

details and follow-ups. 

CAMPUS INVOLVEMENT 

• Basketball- 14 Brothers of which three are co-

captains. 

• Club Rugby- 3 Brothers 

• Track and Field- 5 Brothers 

• ROTC- 6 Brothers 

 

NATIONAL 

• 4 Brothers attended the Virginia Leadership 

Training. 

• Delegate sent to the Kirby Phi Conference. 

• Adopted a policy of only beer and wine in 

common areas of the house. This is a control 

step desired by the insurance carrier. 

ACADEMICS 

• The fall ’16 GPA was 3.21. The third highest 

fraternity (of 26) at RPI. 

• Compare this to: 

All campus: 3.15 

All Greek: 3.08 

All Frat: 3.04 

All men: 3.12 

• 8 Brothers were on the Dean’s Honor List 

requiring a min. 3.5 GPA and no grade below 

a C. 

IFC SPORTS 

• Captured the 2017 Barker Trophy! 

Way to go Zetes!!! 

 

 

Pi Capital Drive 
By: Jay Webb and Jim Peta 

 

It has been several years since the Pi Chapter 

conducted a fund-raising campaign for necessary and 

desirable property upgrades. We have a large facility 

that would take some $2 million to replicate based 

upon the recent projects of other campus fraternities. 

 

This asset does require notable routine maintenance 

and we are faced with competitive pressures to 

provide up-to-date living conditions for today’s 

students. All universities, as well as fraternities, are 

addressing this need. 

 

We are asking you to help with the funding of these 

projects and we are hoping you can do something 

bigger than usual. Our bond in Zeta Psi is for a 

lifetime and we elder Brothers have a stake in the 

success of our younger, Active, Brothers. Being 

prepared and assuring our progress into the future is 

what we can do both with regular mentoring of the 

Actives and with providing safe, well maintained, 



and modern living and learning conditions in the 

House we called home for several years. Those were 

some of the best years of our lives. 

 

Projects include, but are not limited to: 

 

Immediate 

• Bring fiber optic cable from campus 

connected to the RPI system. This will 

improve reliability and speed as well as ready 

access to campus IT resources. Most of the 

houses are doing this. 

Cost: $12,500 

 

• Cover the old and deteriorating wing plywood 

siding with vinyl siding. This will cover the 

58 year old plywood that is deteriorating and 

will reduce future maintenance. 

Cost: $14-16,000 

In discussion stage 

• Restore the kitchen basement to eliminate 

moisture and make the space attractive and 

usable. 

Cost: $10,000 (rough estimate) 

 

• Install a “French drain” at the east end of the 

front porch to remove ground water. 

Cost: $ 5,000 

 

• Refinish all the oak trim in the hall, dining 

room and living room. 

           Cost: $10,000 (rough estimate) 

 

• New living room furniture. 

Cost: $10,000  

 

For consideration 

• Basement improvements to control risk 

(noise) and make it a more desirable place to 

entertain. Might include a vestibule at the 

basement entrance to act as a sound trap. 

Cost: $? 000, maybe up to $25,000. 

 

• Replace the wing roof. 

Cost: $25,000 

Obviously, these projects need more than annual 

dues (which are always welcome) to provide funding. 

We are hoping that you will rise to the occasion and 

do something special to help. As usual, we will report 

on our progress in ouR PI articles and recognize 

those who are helping in various categories of 

donation. 

 

As usual, donations can be sent to:  

 Jim Peta 

 15 Blueberry Lane 

 New Hartford, CT 06057 

 Make checks out to the NYSCDA of Zeta Psi.  

 

These are not qualified tax deductions, but you 

decide how to handle it. 

 

Or, you can donate using PayPal. Go to 

http://www.pizetes.org/donate/ 

 

If you wish to make a large donation and be sure that 

it is tax deductible, send a check to: 

 

 Zeta Psi Educational Foundation 

 Pi Fund 

 15 S. Henry St. 

 Pearl River, NY 10965 

 

If you wish to donate appreciated stock, your broker 

has a form with the address data which allows the 

shares to be sent electronically to ZPEF’s broker. A 

simultaneous letter or email to ZPEF designating the 

Pi Fund will avoid any uncertainty. If any questions 

call Greg McElroy at the national, 914-582-6466 or 

email mcelroy174@aol.com. 

 

Note that donations to the Pi Fund count towards the 

national campaign for Zeta Psi that was launched at 

the Las Vegas Convention in 2016. At some time 

relatively soon, we will discuss the establishment of 

an endowment that could be used to hold bequests, or 

even donations, made to the Pi. We know that some 

elders have already planned bequests and we hope 

you will remember the Pi within your wills. 

 

What better way to help assure the financial viability 

of the Pi that serves so many young men in Tau 

Kappa Phi?  

http://www.pizetes.org/donate/
mailto:mcelroy174@aol.com


Capital Campaign Challenge 

 
The related article in this issue explains the need and 

scope of repairs and enhancements we are facing at 

the Pi now and into the near future. Besides 

unrestricted gifts of any size, there are naming 

opportunities for several of the projects; those donors 

will be recognized on a plaque mounted near the item 

or, if more appropriate, in a public room like the 

front hall, living room or dining room. Naming 

opportunities include: 

 

• High speed fiber optic cable from campus 

  $12,000 

• New wing siding    

  $15,000 

• Restoration of the kitchen basement for use 

  $10,000 

• Refinishing of main level oak trim and doors 

  $10,000 

• New Living room furniture   

  $10,000 

Inspired by the success of the Harvey Poppel ’59 

challenge over many years, we are moved to develop 

a larger version to fit the bigger capital need we now 

see. 

 

Jim Ljunglin ’57 has offered to match every dollar 

donated, over $50, given to the New York State 

Capital District Association of Zeta Psi, Inc. or the 

Zeta Psi Educational Foundations Pi Fund up to 

$5,000 per donor and up to a cumulative total of 

$30,000. 

 

Jay Webb ’61 has stepped up early with a $5,000 

pledge. 

 

If other larger donors decide to participate at some 

level the match could be greater than 100%. It is 

possible for a donor, who volunteers to match, to also 

reserve one of the naming opportunities. What an 

easy way to double your donation! 

 

This offer will run through the 2017-18 school year. 

 

 

 

Zete Military Leaders 

 
From time to time we discover information about our 

Pi Zete achievements or interesting pursuits. This 

time it is about Scott Brown ’91 and Paul Spedero 

’90. Their military biographies are quite lengthy, so 

we will try to capture the highlights. 
 

Captain Scott S. Brown, USN 

 

Photo Credit:  http://www.navsea.navy.mil 

 

Scott joined the Navy under the Nuclear Propulsion 

Officer Candidate Program where he was 

commissioned with distinction from Officer 

Candidate School in September 1991 and then 

completed Nuclear Power and Surface Warfare 

Officer training. 

 

After a succession of assignments, in September 

2014 he assumed command as Norfolk Naval 

Shipyard’s 107th Commander. 

 

At RPI he received a BS in Engineering Physics, then 

an MBA from U of Albany followed by a MS in 

Nuclear Engineering and an Engineering Degree in 

Nuclear Engineering from M.I.T. Scott received the 

Meritorious Service Medal (2 awards), Navy 

Commendation Medal (4 awards), Navy and Marine 

Corps Achievement Medal (2 awards) and the Armed 

Forces Service Medal (2 awards). 

 



 

Captain Paul C. Spedero, Jr., USN 

 

Photo Credit:  http://www.navsea.navy.mil 

 

Paul graduated in 1990 with a BS in Mechanical 

Engineering and was commissioned through the 

Naval Reserve Officers Training Corps and started 

pilot training. 

 

In 1998 he attended Navy Fighter Weapons School 

(TOPGUN) and became a TOPGUN instructor. That 

was followed by several deployments in support of 

Operations Southern Watch and Iraqi Freedom. In 

2004 he graduated with distinction and earned a 

Master of Arts degree in National Security and 

Strategic Studies at the Naval War College. Later he 

reported to the Joint Staff at the Pentagon where he 

presented briefs to the Joint Chief of Staff and the 

Secretary of Defense. 

 

In 2007 he became Executive Officer of the 

Sidewinder of Strike Fighter Squadron and had 

several deployments. Following the tour, he served as 

Executive Officer of the USS Carl Vinson. He 

assumed command of the USS Peleliu in 2013 and 

later decommissioned it. He had logged 3,700 hours 

in Navy aircraft and had 850 carrier landings. In 

November 2015, Paul assumed command of the USS 

Dwight D. Eisenhower, one of only 10 Nimitz-class 

nuclear powered supercarriers. 

 

Paul’s decorations include Legion of Merit, Bronze 

Star, Defense Meritorious Service Medal, 

Meritorious Service Medal (2 awards), Air Medal (9 

awards), Navy and Marine Corps Commendation 

Medal (4 awards) and the Navy and Marine Corps 

Achievement Medal (3 awards).  

 

Many thanks to all the Zete Brothers who are 

currently serving or have served our country in 

military service. Proud to be a Zete! 

 

Alumni Weekend 2017 
 

While not an anniversary reunion, it was well 

attended by over 25 alumni representing a wide range 

of class years from 1957 to current. Jim Ljunglin ’57, 

Jay Webb ’61 and Jim Peta ’64 represented the early 

years of the Pi Chapter. 

 

One prime reason for our reunion is to conduct the 

Annual Business Meeting of the house corporation. 

This meeting always focuses on finances, house 

upkeep, projects and the election of directors and 

officers. Of course, sometimes we have issues to 

address but there were none this year. 

 

Financially we are in good shape primarily because 

we have no mortgage and we calculate active rents 

on a sliding scale that lowers rent when occupancy is 

high but maintains ownership cost coverage when 

there are fewer living in. We also have a top rent 

number and we maintain our cost below RPI by some 

$1,500. In addition, we have had excellent 

management, elder oversight, and skilled treasurers. 

We have managed to retain a surplus annually.   

 

For 2017-18 the elder operating budget is $124,000 

of which $65,000 is for upkeep and projects. The 

balance is mostly for utilities, taxes and insurance. 

The big variable is the cost of projects necessary to 

maintain and improve our large facility. We have 

averaged some $30-42,000 annually without a huge 

project. This ambitious undertaking must be reduced 

when the budget is strained. 

 

In 2016-17 Jim Ljunglin forecasts about $37,000 in 

property improvements that includes splitting of the 

 



 

“quad” into two separate rooms, insurance required handrails up the front concrete steps, repaired 

basement ceiling with new recessed and dimmable LED lights and many small projects. 

 

As is the trend on college campuses, the amenities provided is increasing and the level of services provided is 

expanded using hired help to perform the larger scope of work. Students seem to have less skill and time to do 

timely chores like snow removal, yard upkeep and in-depth cleaning. Yes, they will still do manageable house 

chores.  Our budgets will reflect modest costs to have some of this work contracted. 

 

We have been fortunate to have Brother Tony Bourassa ’71, recently retired, willing, and able to work for us to 

do what is needed. Much more manageable and less costly than contracting. This year we arrived early on 

Saturday morning for the Annual Meeting and found the place extremely clean!! After the Friday night social, it 

never is. Thanks to Tony, he arrived very early to clean and straighten-up for the meeting. 

 

For the most part, directors were re-elected except for the desire of Mike Bruce and Lauck Walton to withdraw. 

Lauck cannot serve while he is the Executive Director of the National. Alec Vogel ’16, who was Phi last year, 

was added to the Board. 

 

Then Peter Marinaro ’86 was elected Treasurer to succeed Mike Bruce ’08. Mike did a great job modernizing 

the function and Pete praised him for the smooth transition. We applaud Mike for his service and dedication. 

 

It was also noted that Josh McWilliam ’93 has done a wonderful job as he completed his first year as Elder 

President. It is good to see the younger classes taking over.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AW 2017  - (left to right)  Jay Webb '61, Jim Peta '64, and Jim Ljunglin '57
 



Help Find Our Missing Brothers 
 

Keeping track of 850+ Zete Elders living around the 

world is a challenging task. We know where 94% of 

them are, but we need to get to 100%! So, I need 

your help. Please review the list below (sorted by 

class year) and see if you might have information on 

any of these brothers. If so, try to reach out to them 

and see if they can contact me with their current 

mailing address and email so we can get them back 

in the loop on Pi Zete communications. Please email 

any updates you have to Frank Harrington ‘91 – 

harrington@hsainc.net and I’ll get the master list 

updated. Thanks in advance for your help! 

 

Class  
Year 

First Name Last Name 
Last Known 

City 
St 

1953 ROBERT WAID MADRID   

1956 WILLIAM ROUSOS HEMET CA 

1963 MICHAEL BRAND BALTIMORE MD 

1965 JEROME WILLIAMS     

1967 LUKE LEMMO GLASTONBURY CT 

1967 NORBERT WINZLER Stratford CT 

1968 DOUGLAS BERMAN 
1253 
VANDOEUVRES   

1968 R. JOHN DENN     

1968 HENRY LINSER AUSTIN TX 

1969 JOHN KLUNDER, JR Foreston MN 

1973 STEPHEN BAJOR Methuen MA 

1973 RANDALL BURNS TROY NY 

1974 DAVID COOK     

1974 NICHOLAS MARAGLINO DANBURY CT 

1975 JOHN TAYLOR     

1976 DALE HEATH GRUVER TX 

1976 ROBERT TARJAN     

1977 WILLIAM LANTING     

1978 JAMES DORITY San Francisco CA 

1978 DONALD HUDSON EDWARDSVILLE IL 

1979 RICHARD FLAGG     

1980 JOHN HAGER, JR NEW MILFORD CT 

1980 CHRISTOPHER JOHNSTON LYNDHURST OH 

1980 LEWIS NEWBILL GUATEMALA CITY   

980 GREGORY PERALTA Madison NJ 

1982 JEFFREY HALVORSON     

 
STEPHEN O'HEARN     

1987 MARK DRUCKER ATLANTA GA 

1988 DAVID CALLAHAN NEW ROCHELLE NY 

1989 Cal Demier Key West FL 

1989 DOUGLAS KUJAT FERRISBURG VT 

1990 RUY 
GARCIA 
ZAMORA KEY WEST FL 

1991 JOHN OLIVERI LYNBROOK NY 

1996 JOHN LEONAS Boulder CO 

1997 DAVID TARDIFF ENFIELD CT 

1998 MICHAEL CURRAN TROY NY 

1998 EDWARD HOGAN SOMERVILLE MA 

1998 MARK MUSSATTI AUSTIN TX 

2000 ARMANDO BALLART     

2000 
W. 
ALEXANDER DOWLIN PHOENIX AZ 

2000 PIETER VAN WINKLE Beaverton OR 

2002 EDIN BALIC Hilterfingen   

2003 BRIAN MARTELL Gainesville FL 

2004 EIAN KURRO Palmyra ME 

2004 DANIEL LESZCZYNSKI FLORAL PARK NY 

2006 IAN FOSTER IPSWICH MA 

2009 YANN ACKERMANN NEW YORK NY 

2009 ANDREW BIELSTEN Winston-Salem NC 

2009 JAMES BINSFELD Paramus NJ 

2010 MARK REGENTZ RHINECLIFF NY 

2011 CRAIG SAUTER 
Freiburg im 
Breisgau   

2012 Francisco Colon Bronx NY 
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2017-2018 DUES AND CONTRIBUTION FORM 

Please clip and mail, or simply include the information below with your check.  

You may also donate on-line at http://www.pizetes.org 
 

Name ______________________________ Class Year _________ 

 

Address: ______________________________________________ 

 

               ______________________________________________ 

 

Email:    ______________________________________________ 
 

__  Regular dues @ $50                           ______ Email my receipt! 

__  Other gift      @ $_____          
 

    Go Green! Please check above if you would like a Donation  

Acknowledgement via Email instead of US Mail (provide email above) 

 

Please complete the above information and mail directly to: 

   Jim Peta, 15 Blueberry Lane, New Hartford, CT, 06057 

 

Note that regular dues will be acknowledged only 

in the Fall Financial ouRPI. Any donations above 

the $50 dues will be acknowledged with a Thank 

You card / email as well as listing in the Financial 

ouRPI. Anyone who would still like an 

acknowledgement for regular dues may request it 

when sending in this form and Jim will be happy to 

send you an e-mail or regular mail “Thank You”, 

whichever you prefer.  

 

Thank you for supporting the Pi Chapter! 

 

This contribution to the NYSCDA of Zeta Psi 

is not tax deductible under IRS regulations. 

 

The Legacy Society 

Just a reminder that the Legacy Society of Zeta Psi was created several years ago to recognize those brothers who are providing for 

Zeta Psi in their wills. Membership is for those who remember us for at least $5,000. All it takes to join is a bequest for $5,000 or 

more and to send a copy of that page of your will to chair of the program. For now, it is Jim Peta who has been collecting our money 

for many years. Jim’s address is:  

15 Blueberry La, New Hartford, CT, 06057 

The bequest should be to the New York State Capital District Association of Zeta Psi, Inc. at Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute and 

currently located at 25 Belle Ave., Troy, NY 12180.  

 


